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For Immediate Release February 28,2013

Statement by Vice President Biden on the House Passage of
the Violence Against Women Act

Today Congress put politics aside and voted to reauthorize the Violence Against Women Act. Eighteen years ago,
| envisioned a world where women could live free from violence and abuse. Since VAWA first passed in 1994, we
have seen a 64% reduction in domestic violence. | am pleased that this progress will continue, with new tools
for cops and prosecutors to hold abusers and rapists accountable, and more support for all victims of these
crimes.

The urgent need for this bill cannot be more obvious. Consider just one fact—that 40% of all mass shootings
started with the murderer targeting their girlfriend, or their wife, or their ex-wife. Among many other important
provisions, the new VAWA will increase the use of proven models of reducing domestic violence homicides.

This morning | met with several parents whose beautiful young daughters were killed by abusive boyfriends.
Nothing puts this legislation in to perspective more than their stories. This issue should be beyond politics—and
I want to thank the leaders from both parties—Patrick Leahy, Mike Crapo, Nancy Pelosi, Steny Hoyer and Gwen
Moore—and the bipartisan majorities in both the House and the Senate who have made that clear once again.
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President Obama Meets with Prime
Minister Lee of Singapore

In a bilateral meeting with Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong of Singapore, President Obama
reaffirms his commitmentto a secure and
prosperous Asia-Pacific region.
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Helping Americans on the Autism
Spectrum Reach Their Full Potential
President Obama is committed to research,
development of support services, and increased
collaboration with advocates and family members
in the autism community so that individuals
across the autism spectrum can reach their full
potential.
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First Lady Michelle Obama Hosts a "42"
Movie Workshop for Students

The discussion focused on the inspirational
themes from Jackie Robinson's life that students
can apply to their own.
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